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r. Homi J. Bhabha was an extraordinary scientist,
visionary nation-builder and institution-builder who
recognised, much ahead of his time, that scientific and
technological self-reliance (‘Aatmanirbharta’) would be
fundamental to India’s progress. His vision laid the
foundation of an institution that has, over the decades, expanded into a
symbol of scientific excellence, technological capability and national duty.

As India is advancing towards the goal of a Viksit Bharat by 2047,
Dr. Bhabha’s vision acquires renewed significance. The Nuclear Energy
Mission announced by the Government of India in the form of SHANTI
ACT, 2025 provides an important opportunity to accelerate the
expansion of nuclear energy and strengthen indigenous capabilities
across the nuclear value chain.

The achievements of the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE)
during the past year reflect this continuing national endeavour. India’s
nuclear power programme has progressed with the advancement of
indigenous 700 MWe reactors, important milestones in the fast reactor
programme and continued progress towards advanced reactor systems,
including small modular and high-temperature gas-cooled reactors.

Equally significant are the contributions of DAE institutions to
healthcare, agriculture, food preservation, water resources management
and other societal applications of nuclear science. Indigenous
radioisotopes and radiopharmaceuticals are supporting cancer diagnosis
and treatments, while radiation technologies and crop varieties are
reaching farmers and industries across the country.

Our efforts in advanced materials, accelerators, lasers, hydrogen
technologies, critical minerals, rare earths and other frontier areas are
further strengthening India’s technological capabilities. Increasing
technology transfer, industry partnerships and entrepreneurship
initiatives are helping convert scientific achievements into practical
applications.

These accomplishments are made possible by the dedication of our
scientists, engineers, technical personnel and support teams, whose
collective efforts sustain the DAE’s mission.

Founder’s Day is therefore both a celebration of our heritage and a
reaffirmation of our responsibility towards India’s bright future. | am
confident that, inspired by Dr. Bhabha’s vision and guided by the spirit of
scientific excellence and self-reliance, DAE will continue to make
significant contributions to a secure, prosperous and technologically
advanced India.

My best wishes to the entire BARC fraternity on this important
occasion. | take this opportunity to express my congratulations to SIRD,
KMG alongside others for their sustained efforts in bringing out the
special issue of BARC Newsletter with impressions from various
ongoing programmes to commemorate this special occasion.
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