News & Events

Championing Health Equity
Insights from renowned former WHO Chief Scientist Dr. Soumya Swaminathan

In a recent talk at Trombay Colloquium, her maiden visit to Bhabha Atomic Research Centre, prominent pediatrician
and tuberculosis (TB) and HIV researcher, Dr. Soumya Swaminathan, who had served as the chief scientist at the
World Health Organization (WHQ), delivered an inspiring message about the critical role of countries like India in
combating Tuberculosis and emerging global pandemics. Drawing from her frontline experience during the severe
global COVID-19 pandemic, she emphasized the importance of innovative approaches in public health in her talk titled
'My Journey as a Physician Scientist and Researcher'.

o
A Callfor Vaccine Leadership...

Dr. Soumya Swaminathan urged India to take a leadership role in developing new vaccines, highlighting the country's
potential to leverage its scientific resources and expertise. She stressed that innovative vaccine development is essential

not only for TB but for addressing broader public health challenges, especially in the context of lessons learned from the
COVID-19 pandemic.

N
Strengthening Primary Health Centres...

A key component of her talk focused on the need to bolster the
infrastructure of Primary Health Centres (PHCs). She strongly
professed that enhancing these facilities is vital for effective
disease management and prevention, particularly in rural and
underserved areas. Improved PHC infrastructure would
ensure better healthcare delivery, including enhanced
surveillance and treatment of communicable diseases.

The Importance of Science Communication...

Dr. Soumya Swaminathan also addressed the necessity for
scientists to develop strong communication networks. By
becoming effective communicators, scientists can make their
research more accessible to the public and policymakers, fostering
greater science literacy. This, she asserted, is crucial for
generating support for drug discovery, research and public
health initiatives, particularly in the wake of the
pandemic.

o
Mentorship and Gender Balance...

- During the Q&A session, Dr. Soumya
Swaminathan reflected on her journey,
acknowledging the mentors who
guided her throughout her career.
She emphasized the significant role
mentorship plays in shaping future
scientists, particularly for women in
the field. Addressing gender
imbalance in advanced scientific
research, she called for more
initiatives to support women
scientists and ensure diverse
representation in research roles.

‘@
Community Outreach at
MSSRF...

When asked about outreach activities at the social foundation, the M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation (MSSRF), she
elaborated on the “Every Child is a Scientist” program. Tailored for students from government schools in underprivileged
communities, this initiative, she said aims to spark scientific curiosity and provide hands-on learning experiences. By

empowering these students, the program seeks to inspire the next generation of scientists, regardless of their socio-
economic background.

Dr. Soumya Swaminathan

Finally, the talk served as a powerful reminder of the multifaceted approach required to tackle tuberculosis and other public
health challenges. By advocating for vaccine innovation, strengthening healthcare systems, enhancing science
communication, and promoting diversity in research, the speaker outlined a hopeful vision for the future. Her insights
resonate as a call to action for scientists, educators, and policymakers to collaborate in the pursuit of a healthier world.
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